OCTOBER 19, 2020

We're Back!
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL LYNN MORRISON,

PRAISE POINTS

Dear Families,

Term 4 has begun with mixed emotions and paths to navigate.
It is sooooo…. exciting to have our students back. Thank you families we celebrate 96% student return attendance onsite and 4% where we
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continue to partner with our families to support a more tailored
approach to a return to learning. Yet, we are also very saddened and
challenged as we are still directed to work through restrictions in
regards to inviting and celebrating with our parents on site. You, along
with our teachers and support staff, have been the heroes for our
students across the last couple of months. Once again, we say THANK
YOU!

SNAPSHOTS from the other side
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Schools are not just the buildings and facilities; it’s not just what we
teach - if there is one thing that we have learnt from across this ever
changing space and time, it is that school’s are about community and
partnering

together.

Teachers

have

missed

students

and

the

opportunity to speak with parents face to face; students have missed
their friends and (dare I say it) their teachers. Parents have …..(I’ll let you
finish this sentence off)
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BCCS has so many wonderful examples of being a
caring community school -

reaching across the

isolation boundary to remind our students, families
and one another, that you were missed and we care.
The special postcards, surprise pantry boxes and

Love never gives
up, never loses
faith, is always
hopeful, and
endures through
every
circumstance.

1 Corinthians
13:7

catered lunches, special notes of encouragement, the
hours and hours of time spent by teachers creating
digital learning and even the creative zoom check-ins
or adventures online were all attempts by our
committed, dedicated teachers, parents and friends
and families to continue to be a caring community.
WOW…. We are the village!
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Navigating the next...

Even more than the Victorian government can say or acknowledge, our school team
knows that how we navigate the rest of this year is so important for our whole
school community, and will be an influencing factor as to how our children and
community will cope beyond this event and circumstances.
Covid19 has been a traumatic event, at some level, in all of our lives and it will
require time and

a recovery approach that is tailored and not merely a return to

what we know or have done in the past.
It would be fabulous for this term at least, for us all to go gently with expectations
on what and how much our children (and ourselves) can learn or attain. Our children
(and ourselves) are likely to return home more exhausted, or emotionally depleted
until we feel safe in the world again. If we hurry ‘to catch up’, with what may have
been missed, we could unintentionally impact the recovery capacity of the brain.

Some good news....
The Victorian government set three priorities for this term: literacy and numeracy
academics; wellbeing and mental health and Transition. As a school we have adopted
these priorities including a focus on connection, joy and hope and cohesion. As a
Christian Community we understand the sooner our students feel safe, in a
predictable environment, with positive relationships they can learn more effectively.
Our curriculum and teaching and learning will be modified to keeping a focus on
numeracy and literacy. P rioritising activities that use play and lightness and fun, will
ensure that students begin to reconnect with not only their teacher, but also other
students; this is ‘relational safety’. The more connected students feel, the safer they
feel and the more energy they have to contribute to the learning process. Stressed
brains simply cannot learn well.
Every child, parent and teacher is navigating this journey differently. Some have
thrived learning in isolation, while others found it really difficult. Let’s be honest,
everyone has been doing the best they can. Now is the time to gather together in
communities to support our schools, especially as we take each day as best we can.
Relationships fulfil our most fundamental need as humans – social connectedness.
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Connection can be messy
…’for a little while’

Rebuilding familiar routines and rituals within school and classrooms is important.

Literacy and Numeracy across our school...
We know that responses to remote learning experiences have been varied, and that
evidence suggests all students have had their learning and social development
disrupted in some way.
To address the discussion about the impact on learning achievement that could/will
result from the disruptions to schooling, our school is utilising our Learning Hub and
teaching staff to evaluate learning progress, identify particular areas of learning that
groups of students have struggles to demonstrate progress, develop learning
programs designed to specifically respond to this information and develop tutoring
groups within the school day. This will provide teachers and parents with more
detailed information on how to support students and their learning for the remainder
of this academic year and to assist the development of teaching and learning as we
begin to prepare for 2021.

Every child at BCCS will be placed in at least one tutor group where teaching and
learning will focus on revisit, review, enhance and consolidate skills and knowledge.
Please talk to your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns.
The use of playful opportunities and even creative pursuits among the curriculum,
within classes and the school are doing important work in growing a sense of
belonging among our students and teachers. We are monitoring and designing these
opportunities with all our students, to decide which ones to keep or change.
Community games ( Wednesday afternoons), Class Challenges and Grubbies’ Friday
have returned by popular demand.
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Connection can be messy
…’for a little while’

Some of the school procedures regarding drop-offs, which gates to use, not having
the bubbler taps on and having extra cleaning, can create more stress as students get
used to things being done a little differently from before. There may be some shifts
in the social dynamics and friendship groups that currently may need a teacher to
help with, as some of our students attended during isolation and others remained at
home for the entire restrictions. This may cause some behaviour which can
sometimes become challenging. This can be a cry for help. These children are not bad
or naughty, they are struggling to cope. We are working with the teaching team and
with the students to address some of the social cues and boundaries which need to
be reinforced and addressed. This will often look very different for every student and
the school team are ready to listen to any concerns or perspectives you may have
regarding how your child is navigating or feeling supported through this time of
adjustment.

Preparing and Transition

As with other aspects of this year, our school is being
challenged to think differently about transitions. There are a
few restrictions surrounding transitions, however we are very
committed to ensuring that we work with our students as
much as possible to prepare them for the changes that will
come and for the challenges of another bushfire season after
the last bushfire season. We are working with Headspace, who
have been established to work with independent schools
directly and indirectly impacted by the 2019/2020 bushfires in
our area. As part of this process, we will begin this week with
Journey of Hope - facilitated by Save the Children, in our
Junior and Middle Primary classes.
Our Senior Primary class has a number of transition activities
happening, which are specific to their preparation for High
School, teen development and the changing social contexts
they will be navigating over the next year or two. These
activities and programs are well supported by our Chaplain,
the Victorian Department of Education and Smiling Minds.
We will continue to communicate these activities through
teachers.
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Joy and Hope

Creating Joy and Hope opportunities can also really help all children, which is the
reason for our school’s increase in incorporating pastoral and well-being activities
into the curriculum and the culture. Everyone wins when we are taking the time to
talk through our feelings, and attitudes and our sense of being.
When schools bring calmness into the curriculum, everyone wins. calm down our
nervous systems, for both big people and little people. Some of these take less than
30 seconds to do, so they can be easily dropped into classrooms.
School Habits for growing Joy and Hope
1. Strong human connectedness and belonging
2. Thinking pauses, brain breaks and brain rests
3. Outside learning activities … of course weather dependent
4. Gratitude and Kindness moments – including self-care
5. Time in nature with veggie gardens, nature play and even more outdoor learning
opportunities
6. Gratitude projects and preparation reflections often done as an individual
contributor to a whole school project
7. Laughter and lightness windows – fun just to release the stress hormone cortisol
We cannot leave to chance the high levels of stress students are experiencing, in a
world that is still uncertain and continually changing. The best position is to create
intentional opportunities that induce joy and hope.
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Joy and Hope

Book Week
Monday began Book Week 2020 and this year we
decided to begin this week with the dress up day. As
students entered the school campus we saw some very
well thought out character costumes from students and
staff alike. As much as our students love book week
dress up, for families this can be a bit stressful.
However, the excitement and joy as our students
paraded their costumes and character designs was
beautiful to watch and listen to.
Photos

were

taken

across

the

day

and

in

the

wonderfully designed Reading Cave. Thank you to
Claire & Keren Furhmeister for

all your efforts and

work to make our Reading Cave such a great space.
Our students had a wonderful adventure as they got
their photos done and explored the wild and curious
creatures hidden throughout.
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Cohesion

Schools are a form of system and, when viewed more as a community than just a
place where children go to learn, the protective nature can be appreciated. The
words “we are all in this together” could not be truer than in a school community.
From the cleaners, gardeners, admin staff, teaching staff and leadership team, the
parent body, right through to every student who attends, there is a fundamental
need to feel that one belongs. When there is a strong sense of belonging, there is a
strong sense of cohesion.

2020 Year Book
Our

students

have

missed

so

much

of

the

traditional and rites of passage experiences in this
2020

school

year.

With

the

ever

changing

teaching and learning space and staffing team, our
concern was trying to follow through with a
school yearbook. I thank the Parents and Friends
who took our request for help to our parent body
and we have great appreciation for Claire Jones,
who has taken on the challenge to coordinate and
facilitate the development of the 2020 Year Book.
If you have an interest in being involved with the
coordination and facilitation, please contact the
School office and we will put your name forward.
Our Year Book is designed to tell of our school
year journey and to truly capture how we care
and respect each other and our community. If you
can help with words of appreciation, gratitude,
photos of gestures of goodwill - like special
moments or activities during remote and flexible
learning or things done just to keep the spirit high
through these times of disconnect, send them
through to Admin@bccs.vic.edu.au or drop them
into the school office. These gestures help to
remind us that we belong - within our families,
friendships, schools and community - the Joy and
Hope.

ISSUE 10
2020

Cohesion

2020 Celebration Night (Dec 3)
It is difficult to believe that we have come to the end of the year and it is time to
celebrate. As a School we are committed to finishing the year well and finding ways
to celebrate our students, staff and families. We don’t want to miss this opportunity.
We are yet to confirm how Celebration Night will look this year, however, we are
beginning the process of planning and preparing for this event. Please keep
connected to Facebook and Newsletters and we will provide a clear path across the
next two weeks as to what our Celebration Evening can and will look like. The
bravery, courage, determination and excellent approach that everyone in our
community has journeyed through 2020 is worth celebrating.
With a focus on connection, joy and hope and cohesion our whole school community
plays an incredibly important role in the recovery from the challenges of 2020, our
resilience for continuing to do ‘the good work’ set before us and preparedness for
what may come as we all navigate the special moments of a year, because we are
working with whole children who need us to have hearts that care.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

LEARNING AS A
--TEAM-A Big Hello BCCS Kindergarten Families,
This term we have been focusing on working as a team. Together we are using our
combined ideas to create a monster world. This activity allows us to focus on social
skills, sharing, listening to, and respecting other points of view. We are strengthening
our fine motor skills manipulating a range of textures, and strengthening our gross
motor skills through walking, digging, gathering, and sorting a variety of items from
the outdoors.

We have extended magnetic interests into making a
magnetic vehicle that can be controlled via remote
control. Once every child has had the opportunity to
create their vehicle, we will further extend this
activity and make a robot later this term! This will
put into practice the skills we have been developing
and strengthening through our monster world. We
are anticipating the robot activity to be very fun, a
little frustrating, but most certainly interesting and
engaging. We cannot wait to share our finished robot
with you all at the end of the year.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

Next week, we will be moving the hand
sanitising station to the gate entry.
When families enter the foyer, you will
be encouraged to pump some sunscreen
into your child’s hand and then move out
of the foyer area into the kindergarten
room when assisting your child to apply
their sunscreen, if you have not done
this prior to attending kindergarten. This
will reduce the wait time outside the
kindergarten during drop off times. We
thank you for your patience.
Blessings,
The Kindergarten Team.

BCCS
SENIOR PRIMARY

WELCOME BACK!
Hello everyone and welcome to term 4 from the Senior Primary class!
It is so great to be back in the classroom to finish the year off together. When we have reflected as
a class on the remote learning periods that we have been through this year there have certainly
been mixed responses from the students. Some really missed seeing their friends and felt a little
isolated. Some enjoyed their new found independence and others just said they loved having the
opportunity to eat food whenever they wanted! In saying all of that I am sure that most people
would agree it is great to be back together at school and we are looking forward to a great but
busy term ahead.
Mr Bazley - Teacher Senior Primary Class

BCCS
SENIOR PRIMARY

It is excellent to be back at school but
there are still many restrictions that
have made it difficult and we had to do
remote learning last term. What I liked
about remote learning was the sheets
for spelling, maths and other learning
subjects. I also liked how all of the
students were working in together.I
really like how we did remote
learning.But now in term four it feels
great to be free to go to school.
By Rhys.

BCCS
SENIOR PRIMARY

Learning from home has been a very different experience. To be honest with you, I actually
enjoyed it. Being able to chillax at home and do your work has been quite relaxing. I really liked
having a flexi timetable and being able to finish early in the morning.Though I probably do enjoy
learning from home better, there are some good things about coming back to school. Like being
able to see some of my classmates. And being able to get into a bit more normal. I was glad I didn’t
have to do any more Zoom, because I did not enjoy that. I also enjoyed just being able to see
people face to face. But I still really enjoyed learning from home. It was lots of fun and a great
experience.
Back at school, our class has been learning about the government. But what has been really fun,
has been making a miniature Water Park with some of my friends. Lots of people have been
enjoying it, especially me! We also had fun writing stories to enter in a East Gippsland
Competition. The tricky bit was that we could only use 500 words. But I have really enjoyed the
start of this term and can’t wait to see what we do next.
By Anna Fuhrmeister

GENERAL NOTICES
HOT CHIP DAY
Our generous and amazing P&F have planned a
hot chip day on Friday 30th of October.
ENROLMENTS 2021
We have few spaces left in our Kindergarten
programs for 2021. If you know of a family who
are looking for a 3 or 4yr old Kindergarten
program please encourage them to check out
our website & virtual tour or contact us here at
the school.
We have also opened up our LAUNCH program
which is aimed at helping current year 6's
transition into high school learning. We know
2020 has been a tough year and the LAUNCH
program will help students develop in areas they
may have gaps using a contemporary learning
approach . Spaces are very limited for this
program so if you are interested, register with
the school office early.

DATES
PUBLIC HOLIDAY: FRIDAY 23RD OCT
STUDENT FREE: MONDAY 2ND NOV
PUBLIC HOLIDAY: TUESDAY 3RD NOV

